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[bookmark: _Hlk154670737]The Giant Christmas Roach

On Christmas Day we opened our home to “whosoever will may come.” The offer was extended publicly to whomever did not have a “better option.” Sara went to Sam’s and bought whatever came into her hand that did not require a lot of work! Our house was full. We even had some come whom we did not know. People are left alone on holidays for all kinds of reasons: scheduling issues, family conflicts, too far to travel, and so forth. Some of our guests showed the wear and tear of a difficult life.

Midway through the meal—we were too many to put at a table (the lucky ones found chairs and ate from their laps)—the Giant Christmas Roach appeared on the fireplace. This was no ordinary roach. It was like a small cigar. Everyone saw it, and everyone shouted about it. I was summoned to dispatch our unwelcomed guest. I grabbed the electric bug zapper and laid it on him with electricity shooting out like lightening. He snapped, crackled, and popped appropriately, but when I lifted the electric racket, he jumped off the bricks and hid, nowhere to be found. He returned 15 minutes later, calmly walking across the floor; again, much to everyone’s excitement. My son tried to step on him, but the Christmas roach wisely disappeared into the bricks of the fireplace, where he will no doubt father a million more just like him. 

We haven’t seen a roach like that in years. Why here, why now? Perhaps God sent the Giant Christmas Roach to make some of our guests feel comfortable. Yep, the preacher has roaches. 

This preacher also has the good news of God’s grace, who sent his Son into a stable full of animals and probably roaches. Jesus came into this sinful world as the truly righteous one who would willingly die for the sins of the world and rise again from the dead. All who believe in Him receive the gift of everlasting life. We actually had quite a few conversations about the Lord that day. Perhaps the conversation flowed freely because, if we can talk about the Giant Christmas Roach, we can talk about anything!

My Love to You All,

